Medicare program; conditions for Medicare coverage of surgery to relieve obstructions to vertebral artery blood flow (vertebral artery surgery)--Health Care financing Administration. Notice of HCFA ruling.
This notice announces a HCFA ruling that restates Medicare policy on coverage of vertebral artery surgery. Medicare covers medical procedures only if the procedures are safe and effective. Available evidence shows that five types of surgical procedures performed to relieve an obstruction of the vertebral artery blood flow are safe and effective, but only if each of four conditions is met.